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Laboratory rearing techniques of Thrips tabaci and their evaluation 
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Abstract. Thrips tabaci is an important pest of various crops through the world.  It is also a vector of 
Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus, which can cause serious economical losses in many greenhouses and 
fields. The rearing of this insect in a laboratory environment is one of the basic keystones in the 
understanding of its behavior, potential, and its weaknesses. Due to its small size, and the presence of 
various “types” of T. tabaci, it can be rather difficult to make a secure yet cost and time effective way to 
conduct research with this animal. The aim of this study is to compare, summarize and present the 
available methods in thrips research. Only focusing on what can be used to rear and conduct 
treatments with T. tabaci. This work aims to have a practical approach, sharing the failures, the 
successes and the experiences of our group in dealing with this insect. 
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