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The building of functional states in Africa remains a challenge, this we know. The con-
tinent has experienced numerous civil wars in the post-colonial era, often driven by soci-
etal divisions and ethnic grievances. However, Bah and Emmanuel argue that these civil
conflicts are not the fundamental issues facing the African state but rather symptoms of a
deeper problem of statehood.

The introductory chapter (1) tells us that the book examines statebuilding in Africa,
focusing on the cases of Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Côte d’Ivoire. It explores the intercon-
nections between civil war and statebuilding, analyses international statebuilding efforts,
and addresses the pivotal question of “how a multi-ethnic post-colonial war-torn country
can be transformed into a peaceful and democratic state.” To investigate this, Bah and
Emmanuel adopt a qualitative research design that combines a comparative-historical
approach with expert interviews.

The chapter also sheds light on what statebuilding has looked like in Africa, noting
that it has been fragmented and hindered by conflicting objectives. Reflecting on the sta-
tebuilding trajectories of Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Côte d’Ivoire, the authors state that
although these countries experienced different colonial histories, they faced similar chal-
lenges, that is the state was a foreign political and economic entity that was imposed on
the natives. As such, it failed to cultivate the shared national identity needed to transform
a state into a nation. The authors effectively centre the state as the primary issue in Africa,
observing that insufficient analysis of the state has hindered understanding of the condi-
tions in Africa. This underscores the importance of studying the relationship between
civil wars and the transformation of the state.

Following the captivating introduction, Chapter 2 unpacks the concept of state decay
and outlines in detail what happened in Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Côte d’Ivoire.
According to Bah and Emmanuel, research on Africa highlights not only the political
and economic challenges as the fundamental problems of the African state, but also
the structural and leadership issues, though not framed as state decay. However, for
Bah and Emmanuel, the structural and leadership issues are the persistent problems
that lead to progressive state deterioration. Against this backdrop, state decay in the
three countries resulted from domestic political structures and failed political leadership
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and its enduring effects, which led to civil wars culminating in state collapse.
Consequently, addressing these issues and rebuilding these states required substantial
international intervention.

In Chapter 3, Bah and Emmanuel delve into humanitarian intervention, namely “new
humanitarianism,” which takes an openly political stance by advocating for human rights
and democracy, expanding its scope beyond traditional peacekeeping and relief efforts to
include peacebuilding and tackling the underlying causes of conflict. Through this lens,
they reflect on international interventions in the three case studies, noting that while the
international community achieved some successes, resolving the conflicts was a pro-
tracted process mainly because the thinking was that elections would end the conflict.
This led to multiparty elections being the focus of the peace process, while the root
causes of the civil war were neglected, and in this regard, the peace agreements fell short.

Building on the discussion of humanitarian intervention, Chapter 4 explores inter-
national statebuilding as a key practice of new humanitarianism. This approach aims
to create functional states in war-torn countries while improving the well-being of their
populations. Bah and Emmanuel draw on people-centred liberalism, premised on neo-
liberal economic and political reforms and good governance, as a framework for state-
building and development programmes. They suggest that people-centred liberalism
has potential to change new humanitarianism from peacebuilding to positive peace,
and although it has yielded some promising results, it is an expensive project, highly
dependent on support and financing from the international community.

Chapter 5 examines postwar institutional reforms, including security sector reforms,
justice and human rights initiatives, and governance improvements, all aimed at fostering
stability, peace, democracy, and economic development, as necessary conditions for sta-
tebuilding. The book analyses international statebuilding efforts in Sierra Leone, Liberia,
and Côte d’Ivoire, noting that the outcomes of these programmes varied. For example,
Côte d’Ivoire made minimal progress in reforms related to the security sector, justice,
and governance due to transitional election challenges and recurring conflict. In the con-
cluding chapter (6), the authors emphasise that while the international community has
played a critical role in ending civil wars in these countries, the ongoing challenge lies
in consolidating peace by building inclusive, democratic states capable of fostering sus-
tainable peace and development.

As a scholar researching post-conflict statebuilding in Africa, I found this book both
compelling and highly relevant. It speaks to what I call the “design” problem of the post-
colonial African state and the pressing need to reimagine states that are rooted in African
realities while addressing the immediate and long-term needs of their populations. Bah
and Emmanuel mention a few times the need for creative postwar institutional design
practices, I wished for a deeper exploration of this. While they acknowledge that provid-
ing a blueprint for a design is beyond the book’s scope, I believe such a framework would
be valuable and essential as a starting point to move beyond rhetorical discourse.

The book convincingly demonstrates that while international interventions in Sierra
Leone, Liberia, and Côte d’Ivoire have had some success, they remain inadequate
because the root causes of conflict and insecurity have not been fully addressed.

2 Africa Spectrum 0(0)



This is a recurring challenge in post-conflict statebuilding across Africa. While the book
focuses primarily on international statebuilding, it does not overlook the domestic dimen-
sions of this process. Instead, it highlights how international and domestic efforts are
mutually reinforcing. Overall, this book is an insightful contribution to the field, effect-
ively capturing the complexities of post-conflict reconstruction (particularly in multi-
ethnic societies) driven by new humanitarianism and people-centred liberalism. This
complexity is not unique to Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Côte d’Ivoire but reflects
broader challenges faced by other post-colonial, war-torn states in Africa.

Buyisile Ntaka
Corvinus University of Budapest, Budapest, Hungary

ORCID iD
Buyisile Ntaka https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9298-5382

Book Review 3

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9298-5382
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9298-5382
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9298-5382

	 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 5
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    33.84000
    33.84000
    33.84000
    33.84000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    9.00000
    9.00000
    9.00000
    9.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames false
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


