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Figure 3: Impactful intervention potentials in the social dimension
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ranking, this changed to 55 per cent,

25 per cent and 20 per cent, respectively.
This shift in priorities mirrors recent
public opposition to Greening in the EU
but reminds us that the shift is far from
universally expressed.

As to concrete issues, European citizens
emphasised poverty reduction and
employment growth as the most
important issues inside the economic
pillar, then hunger reduction and

food security enhancement inside the
social pillar, while viewing nature
protection and water quality improvement
as central for the environmental pillar
(Figure 2). These priorities show that
citizens view sustainability not as a single
goal but as a balanced portfolio of
economic, environmental and social
concerns, all of which they expect trade
policy to address.

Do citizens believe trade
supports sustainability?

Despite scepticism about globalisation in
general, survey respondents
overwhelmingly believe that agri-food
trade can contribute to sustainability.
Across the four countries, more than 70
per cent agreed that trade liberalisation

can support sustainability in one or more
pillars, while fewer than 30 per cent
thought trade would hinder it.

Importantly, these findings suggest that
public reservations are not about trade
itself but about ensuring that trade
delivers visible sustainability benefits,
particularly in economically uncertain
times. Citizens appear open to sustainable
trade policies — provided that economic
security and social welfare remain central
considerations.

How can trade be more
sustainable

The MATS project brings insights from
value-chain actors. Evidence from 15 case
studies in Europe, Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Caribbean identified 31
leverage points — specific actions that, if
taken by policymakers, could strengthen
sustainability outcomes in agri-food trade.
The six most frequently identified levers
fall into four sustainability dimensions:
policy; governance and regulation; social
& human dimensions; and economy

& markets.

Figure 3 shows more specific evidence on
one of the four dimensions from specific
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commodities value chains, the social
dimension, suggesting that if policymakers
were to act to strengthen female farmers’
land entitlement (S5), this action may
support micro-credit access, lead to greater
market access for exports and make
agricultural trade more sustainable.
Similarly, if policymakers were to prioritize
interventions to support research,
innovation and technology (§4) it would
support technology adoption at farm and
processing level, address issues of low
yields and high pest control costs, and also
support a sustainability transition through
better documentation and evaluation of
sustainability practices at farm gate.

Conclusion

Together, TRADE4SD and MATS
provide a consistent message: citizens
support sustainable trade, and
practitioners know where targeted
interventions can make the biggest
difference. This combination of public
confidence and practical leverage points
offers policymakers clear guidance.
Sustainable agri-food trade is both
desirable and achievable. The above
findings from MATS and TRADE4SD
highlight pathways to align agricultural
trade with sustainability goals.
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