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Gabriella Thomázy1 – Lizeth Vanessa Ayala Castiblanco2 – 

América Celeste Guevara Parra3 

Migration in South America: Challenges of Migrant 

Integration and Regional Cooperation  

Migración en América del Sur: Desafíos de la 

integración migratoria y la cooperación regional 

ABSTRACT 

Migration is a significant phenomenon today, particularly in South America, where the 

massive influx of migrants from Venezuela has overwhelmed the capacity of the countries in 

the region to face this challenge. This article analyses migration flows in six South American 

countries (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru), the level of integration of 

migrants in these countries, and regional cooperation initiatives to manage migration. Using 

a mixed-methods approach, statistics from various databases were examined to assess 

migration flows and integration of migrants. The results of this study show that both state 

responses and regional cooperation initiatives have been insufficient in addressing the 

challenges posed by mass migration, while efforts to integrate migrants in South American 

countries have been very limited. The article proposes several levels of regional cooperation 

to improve migration management in South America, emphasizing the need to strengthen 

bilateral and sub-regional cooperation before moving to broader initiatives. The research 

underlines that cooperation is crucial to addressing the challenges of migration and that the 

effective integration of migrants allowshost countries to reap the benefits of human mobility. 

Keywords: Migration; South America; Cooperation, Integration. 

RESUMEN 

La migración es un fenómeno muy significativo en la actualidad, particularmente en América 

del Sur, donde la afluencia masiva de migrantes desde Venezuela ha desbordado la capacidad 
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de los países de la región para enfrentar este desafío. Este artículo analiza los flujos 

migratorios en seis países sudamericanos (Argentina, Brasil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador y 

Perú), el nivel de integración de los migrantes en estos países y las iniciativas de cooperación 

regional para gestionar la migración. Utilizando un enfoque de métodos mixtos, se 

examinaron estadísticas de varias bases de datos para evaluar los flujos migratorios y la 

integración de los migrantes. Los resultados de este estudio muestran que tanto las respuestas 

estatales como las iniciativas de cooperación regional han sido insuficientes para abordar los 

desafíos que plantea la migración masiva, mientras que los esfuerzos para integrar a los 

migrantes en los países sudamericanos han sido muy limitados. El artículo propone varios 

niveles de cooperación regional para mejorar la gestión de la migración en América del Sur, 

enfatizando la necesidad de fortalecer la cooperación bilateral y subregional antes de pasar a 

iniciativas más amplias. La investigación subraya que la cooperación es crucial para abordar 

los desafíos de la migración y que la integración efectiva de los migrantes permite a los países 

receptores aprovechar los beneficios de la movilidad humana. 

Palabras clave: Migración; América del Sur; Cooperación, Integración 

Introduction 

The Venezuelan migration crisis is one of themost significant challenges currently 

facing South America. The management of migration flows has become a subject of 

political division and conflict in host countries, as government responses have been 

inadequate, undermining efforts to effectively address the issues associated with 

mass migration. Meanwhile, migrants from Venezuela encounter various legal and 

social difficulties, including complex bureaucratic procedures to obtain regular 

migration status and discrimination based on their country of origin. 

This article aims to analyse migration flows in the countries most affected by 

Venezuelan migration in South America, the level of integration of migrants in host 

countries, and cooperation initiatives among South American countries to manage 

migration. The text first examines the concept of migration, the importance of 

regional cooperation, and the processes of migrant integration. Then, it provides an 

overview of migration flows in South America by comparing six of the countries 

most impacted by Venezuelan migration. Later, the level of integration of migrants 

in these countries is analysed using the Migrant Integration Policy Index (MIPEX) 

and other indicators. Finally, existing migration cooperation initiatives in South 

America are presented, along with a proposal for cooperation levels that could be 

promoted in the region to achieve better migration management.  

This study is based on two main hypotheses: 

1. Cooperation initiatives on migration issues in South America are 

insufficient to address the Venezuelan migration crisis. 
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The integration of migrants in the countries analysed isineffective,despite the fact 

thatmost migrants share a similar language and culture with the local population. 

The research was conducted by collecting statistical data, which allowed for an 

examination ofmigration flows in South America, the level of integration of migrants 

in the six countries studied, and ananalysis of current cooperation initiatives related 

to migration management. 

Migration, Regional Cooperation, and Migrant Integration 

Migration, as defined by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), refers 

to the movement of individuals or groups of people from one location to another, 

involving a change from theirusual place of residence to a different space that may be 

within the same country or across an international border. According to IOM (2019), 

this movement can be temporary or permanent and may occur for various reasons, 

including labour migration or forced displacement due to conflict or natural disasters. 

In recent years, migration policies have shown a variety of trends. Some countries, 

such as Chile in South America, have adopted a restrictive approach aimed at reducing 

migration. In contrast, others, such as Spain, have focused on development aid and the 

establishing cooperation agreements with migrants' countries of origin as a means to 

manage migratory flows (García Burgos, 2017; Thayer Correa, 2021).  

Migration presents both costs and benefits for migrants and receiving societies 

(Sayad, 2010). However, in order to receive the benefits of human mobility, the role 

of cooperation between countries is crucial. In today's interconnected world, 

migratory flows increasingly cross-national borders and require coordinated and 

collaborative responses (Arias Robles, 2001, p. 628). It is important to emphasise 

that no single country canaddress the multiple challenges associated with migration 

on its own (Palatz Cedeño, 2022, p. 39), which include protecting human rights and 

ensuring the social and labour integration of migrants into the host country(Morales 

Gamboa, 2020; Blouin, 2020). Cooperation between states can be achieved through 

bilateral agreements, such as the labour migration agreements in Spain, Colombia, 

and Ecuador (Santi & Clavijo, 2020), or through regional cooperation initiatives and 

migration pacts, such as the agreements on migration in the European Union 

(Chacón, 2020). This cooperation can also involve the exchange of information and 

bestpractices (IOM, 2023) andcan be supported through technical and financial 

assistance programmes (Naranjo Giraldo, 2014, p. 21), among others. 

It is important to clarify that "integration" is a two-way process.It involves the 

efforts that the immigrants must make to adapt to theirnew environment (acceptance 

of obligations) and simultaneously reflects how society welcomes them (rights, 

integration and social cohesion) (Aliaga-Sáez, 2020, p. 239). Migrant integration is 

akey dimension of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.Its evaluation 
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encompasses various levels, including employment, education, health, social and 

civic integration; cultural, financial and political participation; segregation, and 

media representation. The primary data for this assessment are derived from 

population censuses, public opinion surveys, comparative studies, and indices that 

evaluate the integration policies of various countries (Migration Data Portal, 2020). 

Methodology 

Toprovide an overview of migration in South America, this research employs a 

mixed methods approach todata collection and analysis. The study involvesa review 

and comparison of migration flows in six South American countries (Argentina, 

Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru) based on available statistics. 

Information on migration flows was gathered from various databases, including the 

Migration Data Portal, Our World in Data, andR4V, a platform created to examine 

Venezuelan migration and provide data on the countries affected by these flows. The 

level of migrant integration is analysed using the MIPEX index, the latest edition of 

which was published in 2020, along with data from R4V. 

Current Trends in Migration Flows in South America 

In recent years, intra-regional migration has grown exponentially in South 

America. Migration policies in South American countries have encouraged intra-

regional migration flows, offering an easier alternative for migrants compared to 

Europe or North America. The frequency and reduced costs of travel, the geographical 

proximity and economic growth of countries in the region, as well as language, 

strengthened southward migration flows (De Haas et al., 2020, p. 152-153). Since the 

onset of the "Venezuelan exodus" in 2015, countries like Colombia, Ecuador, and 

Peruhave transitioned from being primarily countries of origin to also serving as transit 

and destination countries (Aranda &Bórquez, 2020; Stefoni & Stang, 2017). 

When analysing the relevant social indicators of the six countries studied in this 

article, such as GDP per capita, the poverty rate and the Human Development Index 

(HDI), among others, Chile stands out with superior results compared toother 

countries analysed (see Table 1). The most significant differencesare observed in the 

Corruption Perception Index and the poverty rate, which are considerably high in 

countries such as Argentina and Colombia. It is also noteworthythat Chile's 

performance in various indicators reaches levels comparable to several European 

countries, in contrast to the rest of the South American countries. Additionally, Chile 

offers the highest salaries in the region, makingthis Andean country a more attractive 

destination for migrants (Thomázy, 2020, p. 412).  
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Country 

Total 

Population 

(2022) 

GDP per 

Capita $ 

(2021) 

HDI-

Ranking 

(2021) 

Corruption 

Perception 

(2023) 

Poverty 

Argentina 46.2 M 10636 47 98 
39.2% 

(2022) 

Brazil 215.3 M 7696 87 104 
26.5% 

(2018) 

Chile 19.6 M 16247 42 29 
10.8% 

(2020) 

Colombia 51.8 M 6182 88 87 
39.3% 

(2022) 

Ecuador 18.0 M 5965 95 115 
25.2% 

(2022) 

Peru 34.0 M 6635 84 121 
27.5% 

(2022) 

Table 1. 

Economic and Social Indicators of the Countries Analysed 

Source: Own elaboration based on Human Development Index (HDI-ranking), World Bank 

(2022, 2021) World Population Review (2022) and Transparency International (2023). 

It is worth mentioning that, although Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru do not 

perform well in terms of economic and social indicators, they have become host 

countries for a large number of Venezuelan migrants (see Table 2). While Argentina 

and Brazil have received fewer migrants over the last 15 years, their indicators are 

similar to those of the countries mentioned above. Traditionally, only countries with 

a GDP per capita above the world average, such as the United Statesor developed 

countries of the European Union, have been destinations for Latin American 

migrants (Soltész, 2015, p. 21). However, this trend has changedin South America. 
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Country 

Total 

Population 

(2022) 

Total 

Foreign 

population 

(2020) 

Migrants / 

Percentage 

of Total 

Population 

(2020) 

Venezuelan 

Migrants 

Total 

Emigrants 

(2020) 

Argentina 46.2 M 2.3 M 5.0% 
217.7 m 

(11.2023) 
1.1 M 

Brazil 215.3 M 1.1 M 0.5% 
510.5 m 

(11.2023) 
1.9 M 

Chile 19.6 M 1.6 M 8.6% 
444.4 m 

(12.2021) 
643.8 m 

Colombia 51.8 M 1.9 M 3.7% 
2.9 M  

(09.2023) 
3.0 M 

Ecuador 18.0 M 784 m  4.4% 
474.9 m 

(08.2023) 
1.1 M 

Peru 34.0 M 1.2 M 3.7% 
1.5 M  

(08.2023) 
1.5 M 

Table 2. 

Migration Data of the Countries Analysed 

Source: Own elaboration based on Migration Data Portal, Our World in Data, R4V, World 

Bank (2022).  

It should be noted that although the number of foreigners is higher in Argentina and 

Colombia, the percentage of migrants in relation to the total population is highest in Chile, 

at 8,6%. In Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru, the majority of migrants come primarily from 

Venezuela, while in Argentina, Brazil, and Chile, migration is more diverse. According to 

the latest data published by R4V, an estimated 7.7 million Venezuelans had migratedas 

ofNovember 2023, with6.54 million settlingin the region.Colombia is the primary recipient 

of Venezuelan migrants, followed by Peru. WhileEcuador and Chile were initiallythird and 

fourth, respectively, Brazil has recently moved into third place (see Table 2). 

Migrant Integration in South America 

Measuring the integration of migrants in the region presents several challenges. The 

diverse migration policies and socio-economic contexts of South American countries 

complicate the construction of a unified assessment framework. Additionally, data 

availability on migration and integration is often limited. This research relies on two 

databases to analyse migrant integration in South America. MIPEX data, available for 

Argentina, Brazil, and Chile, is utilized. In addition, R4V data is considered, covering the 

other three countries analysed, which are primarily affected by Venezuelan migration. 

These two databases provide an overview of migrant integration in these countries. 
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The MIPEX index builds on the European Union's concept of integrationby assessing 

policy initiatives that support the integration of immigrants in receiving societies. The 

MIPEX survey, based on expert assessment, includes 167 questions covering eight 

policy areas. The resulting indicator facilitates multidimensional comparisons and ranks 

countries on a scale of 0 to 100 (0 = least favourable, 100 = most favourable). The eight 

main areas addressed are: 1. Labour market mobility, 2. Education, 3. Political 

participation, 4. Access to nationality, 5. Family reunification, 6. Health, 7. Permanent 

residence, 8. Anti-discrimination measures (MIPEX, 2019; Tatarko et al., 2021, p. 320). 

 
Graph 1. 

MIPEX Index in Chile 

Source: MIPEX (2019) 

Chile's total score of 53 points is considerably lower thanthat of European countries 

such as Portugal, which scored81 points. According to the MIPEX index, Chilean public 

policies hinder the mobility of migrants in the labour market with Chile scoring only 30 

points in this category. The Chilean labour market is characterised by its segmentation, 

which impedes the integration of migrants with higher education, such as foreign doctors 

(Thomázy, 2020), fostering informality and an irregular labour force. 
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Figure 2. 

The MIPEX index in Argentina and Brazil 

Source: MIPEX (2019) 

Argentina, with a total of 58 points, and Brazil, with a total of 64 points, score 

slightly higher than Chile.This is due to a better assessment in areas such as 

family reunification, implementation of anti-discrimination policies and access 

to nationality, among other aspects. However, migrants' access to the labour 

market and education remains a challenge in allthree South American countries 

assessed by MIPEX. 

Thelatest R4V report 2024 provides extensive information on the regional 

sectoral structure of the Venezuelan migrant population, highlighting integration as 

a key sector. According to the report, integration, which includes access to job 

opportunities and promotes migrants' autonomy, remains a priority (Rv4, 2024, p. 

110). This is due to the insufficient granting of work permits and the lack of formal 

employment opportunities. In Colombia, 64.5 % of Venezuelan migrants face 

integration challenges, despite government's implementation of the Temporary 

Protection Statute in 2021, which grantedmore than 1.85 million residence permits. 

Ecuador and Peru have slightly higher integration rates, although they also show 

weaknesses in some sectors, such as access to health and education (RV4, 2024, p. 

25; R4V, 2023). The report's executive summary recommends: “promoting the 

socio-economic integration and social cohesion of refugees and migrants and host 

communities by supporting access to decent work and livelihoods, either in the 

formal labour market or through entrepreneurship, while also promoting financial 

integration and preventing xenophobia” (RV4, 2024, p. 79). 
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In this context, it is important to emphasise that ineffective integration 

programmes in the countries analysed could lead to increase migration to countries 

offering higher levels of integration. This would complicate migration management 

processes in these new destinations within the region. Several studies conclude that 

the lack of integration and access to the formal labour market can be attributed to 

lengthy visa application processes, difficulties in recognising university or technical 

degrees, lack of driving licence recognition and limited access to public services. 

Thesechallenges encourage irregular migration and informal work, which increases 

xenophobic reactions from the local population (Célleri, 2023; Rojas & Koechlin, 

2017; Vargas Fátima & González Quezada, 2022; Thomázy, 2020). Therefore, 

cooperation among the countries affected by South-South migration is essential, 

particularly in managingVenezuelan migration in the countries analysed. 

Cooperation Initiatives on Migration in South America 

Despite South America's lack of a tradition of cooperation related to migration 

and its fragmented management of migratory processes, some cooperation initiatives 

have been established in recent decades. The oldest of these is the South American 

Conference on Migration (CSM), created in 2000, which includes 12 member 

countries (Languasco, 2020, p. 263). León Rojas (2020) highlights that the CSM is 

a consultative process focusing primarilyon human rights rather than specific 

migrant security issues. One significant initiativepromoted by the CSM is the South 

American Plan for the Human Development of Migration approved at the 10th South 

American Conference on Migration in Bolivia in October 2010. This plan outlined 

several lines of action aimed at improving migrants' livingconditions through the 

following components: access to basic services (health, education, housing), labour 

and economic integration (employment and entrepreneurship), protection of rights 

(legal aid, protection against labour exploitation and human trafficking), social and 

cultural cohesion (intercultural dialogue, education for tolerance) and research and 

data (data collection, studies and reports) (CSM, 2010). 

Meanwhile, oneof MERCOSUR's specific cooperation initiatives is the Residence 

Agreement. Thisagreement allows residents of member countries (Argentina, Brazil, 

Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela) and associate countries (Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, 

Ecuador and Peru) to obtain residence in another member country, facilitating access 

to work, education, and healthcare (IOM, 2018). Additionally, the MERCOSUR 

Specialised Forum on Migration (FEM) was created in 2003 with the participation of 

associated countries and bloc members, focuses primarily on integration and human 

rights issues (Languasco, 2020, p. 268-269). Another example of similar cooperation 

is the Andean Forum on Migration, created in 2008 by the Andean Community (CAN), 
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which guarantees the right to free movement and work for people from the member 

countries (Decisión N° 878 of 2021).  

Regarding otherregional initiatives, it is important to highlight the Quito Process 

which began in 2018 at the initiative of Ecuador, supported by UNHCR and IOM, 

to addressthe Venezuelan migration crisis. Thisregional technical group comprises 

13 Latin American and Caribbean countries. According to its website, the working 

groups primarilyfocus on social and humanitarian issues (Proceso de Quito, 

2023).Additionally, the efforts of the Pacific Alliance, which has become one of the 

most significantintegration initiatives in the region over the past decade, are 

noteworthy(Ayala Castiblanco, 2022). Although migration is not its primaryfocus, 

the Pacific Alliance has establishedimportant initiatives in this area, such as a system 

for cooperation and information exchange among its competent authorities to share 

real-time information on migration flows (Orjuela, 2022, p. 160).  

It should be noted that migration is alsoon the agenda of other integration processes, 

such as the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), the 

Organisation of American States (OAS), PROSUR, and UNASUR. However, the 

political and ideological polarisation in the region over the management of the 

Venezuelan crisis has contributed to the weakening and/or disintegration of several of 

these organisations (CELAC, 2023; OAS, n.d.; Nolte, 2022). 

Venezuelan migratory pressure remains a significant challenge for the countries 

involved, and none of the cooperation initiatives mentioned above has been able to 

offer an effective solution. These initiativesoften address similar themes, mainly 

related to human rights, integration or social issues. While the protection of victims 

of human trafficking is included in several of these cooperation initiatives, action 

against human trafficking networks are insufficient or incomplete (León Rojas, 

2020; FEM, 2022; Orjuela, 2022). 

Given the limited scope of current initiatives, broader and more coordinated 

cooperation in South America is indispensable to effectively address the migration 

issue. The magnitude of the Venezuelan migration challenge requires a coordinated 

and sustained regional response that goes beyond the individual and fragmented 

efforts of affected countries. Cooperation initiatives should include the 

implementation of comprehensive policies that not only protect human rights and 

facilitate social integration but also decisively address migrants' most urgent 

problems, such as legal difficulties in obtaining residence permits and accessing the 

labour market. Only through comprehensive collaboration, involving both 

governments and regional organisations, canthe challenges posed by migration be 

effectively addressed, ensuringthe safety and well-being of affected populations. 
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Opportunities for Cooperation in Managing Migration in 

South America 

Chilean President Gabriel Boric proposed a regional migration quota system at the 

start of his term in March 2022, inspired by the model used by the European Union to 

receive Syrian citizens fleeing the war (Rivas Molina, 2022). The plan was ambitious 

and recognised that host countries could not manage the Venezuelan migration crisis 

alone. However, the plan has not attracted much interest from the other countries in 

the region. On the other hand, Argentina's president, Javier Milei, has spoken out in 

favour of restricting 'illegal' migration and has advocated the introduction of stricter 

border controls. In addition, Milei favours 'selective' migration, prioritising the entry 

of highly skilled professionals (Brumat& Acosta Arcarazo, 2024).  

In recent years, particularly during the Covid-19 pandemic, several South 

American countries have offered temporary protection programmes to migrants, as 

seen in Colombia, or regularisation of irregular status, as in Chile or Peru (Resolución 

0971 de 2021; Decreto Supremo N° 010-2020-IN, 2021; NoticiasExtranjería, 2021). 

Although these initiatives were necessary, each country implemented its own 

programme without coordinating with the others. Given the importance of 

harmonizing the response to increasing migration flows, some possibilities for 

cooperation in migration management in South America are proposed below. 

First level – Cooperation Among Neighbouring Countries: The exchange of 

information, the creation of a common migration register, and harmonisation of data could 

be a feasible solution among two or three South American countries, following the model 

of the EU Migration Pact. Whileexamples of cooperation among neighbouring countries 

on migration issuesexist in the region, they are not as frequent. One example is the 

cooperation between Peru and Chile to address the migration crisis at the ChacallutaBorder 

Complex in 2023(Cabezas González, 2023; Schüller Gamboa, 2023).  

Second level – Closer Sub-Regional Cooperation: Closer cooperation isneeded, 

especially among the countries most affected by Venezuelan migration, namely 

Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru. In this context, the Pacific Alliance serve as a 

valuable forum for consultation andhas a technical group dedicated to the movement 

of people, whichhas made significant progress in this area. Currently, Ecuador is not 

a member of the Alliance, but in August 2023 Peru assumed the temporary 

presidency of the organisation, emphasising the priority of Ecuador's accession 

process (Gómez Vega, 2023). Cooperation among the countries most affected by 

Venezuelan migration could thus be enhanced by Ecuador's inclusion inthis 

initiative. Additionally, Mexico, as a member of the Alliance, plays a crucial role, 

being a transit country for Venezuelans migrating to the United States. 

Third level – Broader Regional Cooperation: Expanding regional collaboration 

is essential for effectively addressing migration dynamics in South America, 
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providing a framework for a unified and systematic response to diverse migration 

patterns. One example of broader cooperation on migration management in South 

America is the Quito Process. The motto of the last meeting, held in Santiago in 

November 2023, emphasizedthe development of an integrated management system, 

although the declaration adopted by the members still primarily focuseson the 

humanitarian aspects of Venezuelan migration (Proceso de Quito, 2023). The 

Process concentrates on the Venezuelan crisis, despite a wide range of other 

migration flows in recent decades in South America. Examples include Haitian 

migration to Ecuador, Brazil and Chile (Rojas & Koechlin, 2017; Thomázy, 2021), 

as well as Colombian migration to Ecuador and Chile, in addition to Peruvians and 

Bolivians already settled in Chile (Bravo Acevedo, 2018; Gissi et al., 2019). 

Fourth level – Integral Cooperation: This level would complement the previous 

one by adding asupranational component. It is important to note that the supranational 

level involves the creation of powerstructures not justamong the states but above them 

(Porras Gómez, 2014). Cooperation at this level could be effective if a common 

migration policy is developed and a broader exchange of information isestablished.  

In regional initiatives of this nature, it is crucial to focus not only on the 

humanitarian aspects of migration but also on strategies to combatcriminal gangs 

that target the migrant population. An example is Tren de Aragua, a Venezuelan-

origin transnational criminal gang responsible for the sexual exploitation of women, 

migrant trafficking, kidnappings, murders and extortion (Olate et al., 2023). 

Additionally, it is essential to establish comprehensive programmes to integrate 

migrants into the societies of host countries. 

Finally, it is important to emphasise that border disputes and/or historical 

conflicts, and current political polarisation in the region hinder cooperation among 

South American countries (Deák, 2021; Frenkel & Azzi, 2021; Nolte, 2022). 

Unfortunately, at present, South American nationsare not taking full advantage of 

the presence of migrants, especially those with higher education, who could 

significantlycontribute to their productive workforce (Vargas Fátima & González 

Quezada, 2022; Thomazy, 2020). 

Conclusions 

Venezuelan migration has been one of the biggest challenges in South America 

in recent years. Geographic proximity is the main reason for the arrival of 

Venezuelans in the countries of the region. This article examined the cases of six 

South American countries in terms of migrant integration and existing regional 

cooperation initiatives to address the challenges posed by migration. The initial 

hypotheses were twofold: 1. Cooperation initiatives on migration issues in South 

America are insufficient to address the Venezuelan migration crisis. 2. The 
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integration of migrants in the countries analysed isineffective, despite the fact 

thatmost migrants share a similar language and culture with the local population. 

This research verified the first hypothesis, demonstratingthat cooperation initiatives 

among South American countries are insufficient to address migration flows in the 

region. Whileseveral initiatives have been established, such as the CSM, the FEM and 

the Quito Process, these efforts are fragmented and primarily focused on the protection 

of human rights. Regardingthe second hypothesis, it was partially verified, assome 

migrant integration initiatives existin the countries analysed. Argentina, Brazil and 

Chile have stronger initiatives in terms of anti-discrimination policies, access to 

nationality, and obtaining permanent residence. However, all the countries analysed 

restrict migrants' access to the formal labour market and to education, among other 

areas, thereby hindering their integration into the host country. Inadequate integration 

of migration flows increases discrimination and xenophobia. 

Finally, it is important to note that despite the ideological diversity and political 

conflicts betweenthe countriesin the region, migration could increase towards those 

countries that offer a higher level of integration to foreigners. Given that Nicolás 

Maduro, the current president, is expected to remain in power after the presidential 

elections on July 28, 2024, the number of migrants from Venezuela could rise in 

2024 (Campos et al., 2024). Consequently, migration flows will continue, making it 

crucial to establish regional cooperation on migration that reduces regional 

fragmentation and promotes integration. 
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